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Start of Secret War in 
As early as May 1961, President Kennedy | @ A request to the Soviet Union|. 
“had approved covert actions against Communist iin May, 1965, asking them to}, 
forces in Indochina, including the dispatch of (inform Hanoi that the United 
‘agents into the North and infiltration of special haar would oe arily shalt 
‘South Vietnamese forces into Laos, the Boston }bo™ ca ae a ect: 
Globe said today as it began publishing stories; Peace teeler, The Soviets 


; ‘ : : : lrefused, the Globe said, because 
hentia it said, on controversial secret Pentagon , they fell China would charge col- 
papers. 


: oe |lusion with the United States. 
; The Globe said it was making public for the ¢. es 

first time “the roles of the Kennedy administra~ Agents Dispatched . 
tion in the escalation of the war.” la oe Kennedy Aho 
In addition, the newspaper said that as Pres- Gen. Taylor’s reques for the 
_ ident Johnson was deciding in 1968 not to seek 8,000-man ground force, the 
a second term, he also was concluding that the ae the ea te 
U.S, Should reduce its troop commitment in ipre a ef ca i vee tere 
se a Smee CO President Nixon wou programs for covert action 
Cit cp blic Interest” ‘which had been recommended 

ites “Public Interest 


“by.a Vietnam Task Force, 
The Globe said some documents from the 


pos 
} 
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Among these were: Dispatch 


: £ agents into North Victnam: 

1967 Pentagon study were “made available” to ve ; ; i, 
it. The paper said ie Cena by this material and an Pply of agents, 
1 it is in the public interest to publish it.” (rough civilian mercenary air, 
we feel it is in pi baled : crews; infiltration of special 
_ The New York Times, which first printed ma- gouth Vietnam forces into Laos 
terial from a 47-volume, $2.5-million study com- to Iocate and attack Communist 
missioned by then-Secretary of Defense Robert bases; conduct of overflights of 
S. McNamara, and the Washington Post both are North Victnam for leaflet drops. 
continuing to seek court sanction to run further , On Feb. 14, 1962, President} 
articles from the study. oe | Kennedy discussed Victnam at a} 
: The Justice Department, which moved against press conference and said that} 
the Times and Post, is investigating to see if the |President Ngo Dinh Diem had 
‘Globé has secret papers. “If go,{ @SKed for more assistance. The 
a spokesman said, the govern-| *@ministration, he said, had de- 

‘ment. would move in federal] filed the support which the 

‘court to block further publica-| “Viet Minh in the North were 

tion by the Globe. ; giving to this Communist Insur- 

: In addition to Johnson’s de-| gent movement and we have in-| 

jcision to reduce U.S. troops in| creased our assistance there. 

South Vietnam the Globe's story And we are supplying logistical 

today also covered: assistance, transportation assis|-| 

 Pretext Offered ance, training, and we have a 


-{{Namber of Americans who are 
hd A recommendation to Presi- taking part in that effort,” , 
ident Kennedy from Gen. Max- 
-well B. Taylor, then U.S. Am- 


The lobe noted that 
“Kennedy did not mention the 

ibassador to Saigon, in October, 

(1961, that 8,000 ground combat 


‘Taylor recommendation for a 
troops be sent into Vietnam 


ie toa eee or whether the 
nite tes was considerin; 
under pretext of flood control, re 
-'The Globe said the Study said 


one,” : 

_ Stud “President Kenned stepped 

Taylor noted that this might in- up covert actions pclae North 
crease world tension ahd widen 
the war. Kennedy, however, 


Ane and increased the num- 
: j er of (U.S.) advisers to 16,000 
rejected the recommendation. | men before he was assassinated 
2 “On June 2, 1964, McNamara]. - » but never committed “a 
dna meeting of top administra-| United States ground unit as 
tion patent Honolulu  dis- ‘Taylor recommended,” 

cussed possible use of nuclear Accordi he ( j 
weapons in Vietnam. Adm. |. Glande ot Ree 
Harry -D. -Felt, 


Gumendee a phone of January, 1968 
i THs shi baa? * P 
U.S. forces in the Pacific, open- BNO Washington pomienee 
ly advocated that American 


commanders be 


me 
dn the Johnson-administration:~[- 
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in being able to eventually con- 
clude the war and “although it 
had been predicted, took the 
U.S. command and the U.S, 
public by surprise and its 
strength, length, and intensity 
prolonged this: shock, . ; 

At this point, the study says 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff recom- 
mended rejection of requests 
for. additional combat troops 
case of domestic disorders, 
were becoming strained. 

The Globe quoted thel 
Pentagon analyst as saying: 

“The possibility of military 
victory had seemingly” become 
too high both in polilical and 
economie terms. Only then was 
it realized that a clear-cut mili-| 
tary victory was probably not: 
possible or necessary....” i 
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